
 

 

 

Glossary of Common Soccer Terms 
 

Caution - When the referee shows a player the yellow card, usually in response to an action that is not in the spirit of 
fair play. A second caution in a single match results in the player being shown the red card. See also Red Card 

Corner kick -Awarded when the defending team puts the ball over the end line, a corner kick is taken by the offensive 
team from next to the corner flag. Just as is the case with a free kick, the ball is kicked from a stopped position and 
defenders must be at least 10-yards away. 

Direct Kick - After a foul, a team is awarded a free kick, in most cases, a direct free kick. A direct kick can result in a 
goal; a player can use the kick to take a shot directly on the goal and score. See: free kick. 

Dismissal - Ejection from a match as a result being shown a red card. 

Goal kick - Awarded when the attacking team puts the ball over the end-line, this is a set kick taken from the 
defending team’s own six-yard box. After the kick is taken, the ball cannot be touched again by any player until it is 
outside of the penalty area. 

Header -: When a player strikes or deflects the ball with his head to pass or shoot. In AYSO the is restricted to 14U 
and above. 

Indirect Kick: A free kick that must be touched by one other person (from either team) before it can result in a goal. 
This kick cannot enter the goal straight off the shot and be called a goal. In indirect kick situations, you will see the 
‘tap’ phenomenon: one player will tap the ball a few inches to a fellow player, who will then take a direct shot on 
goal. See: free kick. 

Offside - A violation that occurs when an offensive player is closer to the opponent’s goal than both the ball and the 
second-to-last opposing player at the time that the ball is passed to the offensive player by his or her teammate. 
Players cannot be called offside if they are in their own half of the field or if they receive the ball from a throw in, 
corner kick, or goal kick. When a player is called offside, the opposing team is awarded a free kick. 

Offensive, insulting or abusive language/action(s) - Verbal or physical behavior which is rude, hurtful, disrespectful; 
punishable by a sending-off (red card). This includes non-violent behavior. 

Penalty area - The 18-yard rectangle in front of the goal where the goalkeeper is allowed to touch the ball with his 
hands. Also the area where harsh fouls committed by the defending team result in penalty kicks. 

Penalty kick - A kick taken from 12 yards in front of the goal, usually as a result of a foul that takes place inside the 
penalty area. When a penalty kick is taken, no player other than the shooter and opposing goalkeeper can enter the 
penalty area until after the shot is taken. Further, the goalkeeper cannot advance from the goal line until after the 
shot is taken although the goalkeeper is allowed to move from side-to-side. 

Pitch  Another word for the field of play. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Red card - A referee shows a player a red card to signal that the player has been banned from the rest of the match. 
A red card can be shown for a single serious offense or as the result of being shown a second yellow card in the same 
game. After a player is shown a red card, the player must leave the field of play and cannot be replaced by a 
substitute, meaning that his or her team must finish the match with one player fewer. 

Sending off - An ejection resulting from a player being shown a red card. See also Red card. 

Shot on goal - A shot on goal is any shot that results in a goal or a keeper/player save. All shots on goals count as 
shots, but not all shots are shots on goal. 

Throw-in -: A way to restart play when the ball goes out over the sidelines. The team that did not last touch the ball 
last is allowed an overhead throw with a run-up from the sideline. 

Wall -: When several defending players stand in a line between the ball and the goal in order to deflect a free-kick. 
The wall must be setup a minimum of 10-yards away from the spot of the free-kick. 

Yellow card -  See Caution. 
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Feedback on Region 728 policies are welcome and appreciated. Please direct email to gjayso@gmail.com. 

 

 

 


